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COMMITTEE. 
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Richard B. Warren, Lower Mount street. 

Treasurers, Right Hin. David La 
Touche and Co., Castle- treet: ecretary, 
Joseph D. Jackson, 22, Leeson-street: 
Colitdor of Suscicptions and Clerk, William 
Flinter. 

1* Account ef the Income and Expenditure of the Society for promoting the Education of tka 
Poor of Ireldad, from its commencement to the 30th of April, 18 13. 

TNCOMt. EXPENDITURE. 

A 9 1A d. , ., 
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reported to General Meet. of using and publishing such 

ing, 1812, ,.................... 
389 18 I1 part of his works on the sub- 
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since........ 

199 13 0 ject of Education, and the 
books, &c. used by him in 
his school as the Society 
think 

fit,.................... 
113 IS 0 

For 
Advertising,...........a.......- 134 I11 

A Clerk, on account of salary, 18 12 s 
Incidental expenses,.......... 5 7 21 

Stationary,........................ 3 15 7 
Printing Addresses to the Pub- 
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284 12 4 
Income exceeded expenditure 304 19 7 

589 11 11 589 11 11 

As Account of the Afects of the Stciety for promoting tkh Edusation of the Poor of Ireland. 

ac . A. O $- dA 

Startcrnry for 
sale.-.............. 

93 16 9 Due Collector, being amount 
Amount in the Treasurer's hand 211 10 10 overpaid by him,.............. 8 0 

Nett property of thesociety,... 304 19 7 

d05 7 7 305 7 7 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

letr Snpector, 
-NO. *IM. 

'-I-IERE is an evil which if I 
knew how to remedy, no exer- 

tion on my part should be want- 

ing. I mean that embargo which 
is laid on a free, uncereniontous, 
though innocent intercourse between 
the sexes. There are few men of 
any pretensions to taste, who are 
not fond of associating with women, 
and without having any other object 
in view, than the pleasure and ad- 
vantage which result merely from 
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their society. Female conversation 
has a ,powerful tendency to refine 
the ideas and manners of men, and 
when natural good seinse and infor. 
mation unite in their associations, 
they form a magnet irresistibly at- 
tractive. A happy facility of ex 
pression, a pleasing versatility of 
disposition, together with an agree- 
able sprightliness which they in gene- 
ral possess, render the company of 
the fair sex trnly delightful. In this 
case there is an undescribable fasci- 
nation, akind of secret magic which 
surrounds them, and which none but 
the coldest of cold blooded stoics 
could possibly resist. Without con- 
sidering them, therefore, in any 
other point of view than rational 
beings, and pleasing and instructive 
companions, it is certainly very 
hard, that established habits should 
prevent us troum enjoying that gra 
tification which their society is pe- 
culiatly Icakulated to bestow%. That 
this is the case, every person ac- 
quainted with the manners of the 
times will be ready to acknowledge. 
If the young of both sexes frequently 
assemble together, ill-natured re- 
marks, and malicious observations, 
are immediately circulated, the 
tongue of scandal is busy, and inter. 
course is thus prevented. Now I 
ran easily imagine how a man, whe- 
ther married or single, may be tond 
of female society, without having 
an improper design on the heart, tle 
person, or the purse of any individual 
i it. But though, by his conver. 

satidn and conduct, he may dt-mon- 
strate the disinterestedness of his at- 
tention, though it may be clearly 
seen and understood, by those whom 
it more particularly affects, yet tilhe world takes so much good natured 
interest in the alihirs of individuals, 
that we must yield to its opinions, The fonid anxiety of mothers indeed, 
in this case, is very often trouble- 
soae. They are in general so muhb 

bent on having their daughters pro* 
perly established in the world, that 
every attention which is paid is 
watched with a jealous eye, hints 
of coming to an explanation are fre- 
quetitly dropped, when in reality 
there is nothing to explain; the 
daughters, in the mean time, are 
lectured into reserve, and taught to 
suppress the impulse which would 
prompt them to act with that open- 
ness and candour which they natur. 
ally possess. Hence it is. that in 
few assemblieq do we find that ease 
and affability, without which there 
can be no true enjoyment; and 
hence it is, that in such meetings 
the conversation assumesan air which 
is evidently forced. Caps, lace, or- 
narnents, and flounces; plays, novels, 
Walter Scott, and complexions, are 
the interesting subjects of discourse; 
flattery, flirting, sighing, ogling, 
and all that," occupy tiame, the heart 
is little interested, the understandtl 
ing less. The women are pretty 
little play-things, the men exqui- 
sitely ridiculous. Prevented from 
treating the other sex with freedom 
and unreserve, we begin to treat 
them as devoid of good sense- their 
talents are thus concealed through 
want of opportunities to exert them, 
and thus the mind gradually sinks 
into imbecility. Were the embargo 
of which I complain removed, the 
case would be otherwise. While 
that respect and politenessdue to the 
fair sex would still be preserved, for- 
mality and affectation would be ban- 
ished, and the frivolity ofcon versation 
which at 

preseitt so much prevails, 
would give way to something more 
solid and useful. The sexes would 
be led to consider each other, not as 
men and women merely, but as ra- tional and intelligent beings, their 
intellectual powers would be mutual. 
ly diawn forth and expanded, and 
mentai improvement on the one hand9 
and delicacy and refinement on the 
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other, would be the natural conse- 
quences. I was led into this train of 
thought by considering what hap- 
pened to a friend of mine some time 
ago. He unfortunately lodged wvith 
a family in which there was uIo so- 
ciety to his mind, and being of' a 
lively social disposition, and fond of 
receiving information, as well as 
of communicating his own ideas, his 
situation became very disagreeable, 
Soon, however, he formed an ac. 

quaintance with three very amiable 
young ladies in the neighbourhood, 
which acquaintance gradually im- 
proved into the purest friendship. 
They possess a considerable portion 
of personal charms, a great deal of 
gqod-nature, strong and well-culti- 
vated understandings, and are com- 
pletely void of afflctation. In their 
company he was happy, for there 
he niet ", the feast of reason, and 
the flow of soul," and consequently 
his visits were frequent. The con 
versation that took place at their 
meetings, was such as might be ex- 
pected among the most intimate 
friends, void of restraint, yet strictly 
decorous-free from ceremony, vet 
properly polite. As there "ere three 
sisters, he hoped, by the impartiality 
of his attention, to prevent illiberal 
observations; nor did he give reason 
even to any one of themselves, to 
think she was preferred. They 
were perfectly sensible of his disin- 
terested intentions, and therefore 
always received him with the most 
perfect good humour, and treated 
him with the greatest affibility. 
But this conduct was highly repug- 
nant to the delicate feelings of their 
well-wishing friends. Hints a)d in- 
nuendos were frequently thrown out; 
propriety of conduct was cften men. 

tlolned ; then the absurdity of such 
attention on the part of the gentle- 
man; then the imprudenice of per. 

mitting it on the part of the ladies 
then a formal remonstrance with 
them, and then a good natured \wise 
suggestion or two, through the kmediun 
of a friend, to him fin ally, the so- 
ciety broken up, ,and the intiinacy 
ended. This would not have been 
the case, had the reports that were 
circulated, and the observations 
which were made, only affected 
himself, but as his fair friends were 
"implichied," he, reluctantly in- 
deed, sacrifced the pleasure of their 
company, to the ridiculous opinions 
of the world, 

Now, in the name of common sense, 
where was the " impropriety," where 
was the " imprudence," where was 
the " absurdity" of such an inter. 
course ? Will not a man be allowed 
to cultivate the acquaintance of a 
pleasant, sensible woman, unless he 
declares himself her professed ad. 
mirer? Prejudices are vanishing 
rapidly from among us, rational ideas 
are spreading around, and begin- 
ning to influence, in some degree, 
the inhabitants of Ermn ; and I hope 
yet to see the day, when the sexes 
shall mingle in tie freedom of harm. 
less conversation, without fear of 
censure, or dread of reproach. 

This, it certainly must be 
acknow- ledged, will contribute essentially 

to the progress of refinement, and 
while in our se-minaries, to promote 
the increase of which great exer- 
tions are making, the minds of 
youth will be stored with useful 
knowledge, virtuous resolutions, man- 
ly and independent sentiments, in 
female society their manners will te- 
ccive a polish, which philosophers, 
dead or alive, canuot bestow, which 
will place their mental qualifications 
in 

the 
fairest point of view, and 

which will give additional grace and 
dignity to those powers which con- 
stitute the character of MAo. 
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